
Welcome to the Bellport.com Acoustic Jam.  
Chances are, you are about to have a unique musical 
experience.  
 
The musical tradition of musicians sitting in a circle and 
playing together goes back hundreds and maybe thousands of 
years. However, normally, it isn’t done with an audience 
present. The musicians are playing for each other, rather than 
for an audience. We’ve asked many musicians and none of 
them have ever heard of this kind of “jam” being held with an 
audience. 
 
Although it will appear that the group has played together 
many times before, chances are that we haven’t. In fact, at 
least a third of us have probably met for the first time tonight. 
Musicians speak a common musical language, just as if it were 
a foreign language that we all speak. All it takes is what “key” 
we’ll be playing in and a hint about the chord structure we can expect and we’re on our way. The rest is 
improvisation. 
 
Acoustic Jam... One musician will volunteer to go first and he or she will announce a song that they would like the 
group to play. Hopefully, they will provide the group with some basic information about the song and then we’ll all 
begin to play, but sometimes they won’t. It’s up to the rest of us to figure it out. This is where the phrase “playing it 
by ear” comes from.  
 
As we play the song, one by one, those who would like to play a “lead” will step forward musically by playing a 
little louder than the rest. The others in the group are expected to lower their volume to let the lead player stand out 
in the group. 
 
Watch our body language and the comments we make to one another. That’s how a group of individuals who might 
have met for the first time tonight communicate with each other to make music. Hopefully good music. 
 
If you have any questions, please ask them when we finish a song, but please, please don’t talk to one another while 
we’re playing. The wonderful acoustics in the Community Center allow us to play without amplification, but not if 
we have to play louder than conversations going on in the audience. 
 
Before you leave, please add your name and email address to our Audience Mailing List. That way, we can 
keep you informed about upcoming Acoustic Jams and any changes or special events that might take place. Above 
all we hope you enjoy listening to us as much as we enjoy playing for you and each other. 
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