


From the Desk of Senator Foley 

 

 
 

 

Dear Residents, 

 

 Many of us can remember more than two decades back to Hurricane Gloria in 1985, a 

natural disaster that caused millions of dollars in damage in the towns of Islip and Brookhaven, 

and throughout the eastern United States 

 The unfortunate reality is that Islip and Brookhaven, by nature of  their geography, are 

vulnerable every hurricane season. Thatôs why residents need to be informed about how to 

prepare for  hurricanes, especially after the unfortunate events of Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 

What we learned is that hurricanes are not only extremely dangerous and life threatening, they 

are also unpredictable. 

 This guide is designed to help you and your family prepare for a hurricane. It covers 

preparations and procedures for virtually every hurricane scenario. The guide also contains 

hurricane surge maps which are useful in understanding how different areas might be impacted 

by hurricanes of varying intensity. Also within this guide are important phone numbers, lists, tips 

and tear sheets for use at home and at work. 

 Please take some time to understand the importance of individual hurricane preparedness. 

Together, we can help to ensure a safe future for all residents of Islip and Brookhaven. We are 

here to help you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian X. Foley, 

New York State Senator  

3rd Senate District  
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How To Use This Guide 
This Hurricane Survival Guide contains four sections: 

Preparation, Storm, Post-Storm and Additional Information. 

While Senator Foleyôs office has created this guide for the use of residents, nothing contained 

within this guide shall give rise to any liability on behalf of the office, the state of New York or 

any of its agencies 
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Important Phone Numbers 

Emergencyééééééééééé...911 

Public Safety Dispatch 

Brookhavenéééé.631-451-6161 

Islipééééééé..631-224-5548 

Senior Jitney 

Brookhaven..ééé...631-451-6122 

Islipééééééé..631-224-5659 

 

Senior Services 

Brookhavenéééé.631-451-9191 

Islipééééééé..631-224-5340 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Emergency Numbers 

Animal Shelter   Brookhaven  631-286-4940            Public Safety ï Incorporated Villages 

   Islip   631-224-5660            Bellport    631-286-0327 

American Red Cross (24 hrs)  631-924-6911            Islandia    631-224-5300 

Cablevision    631-267-6900            Patchogue    631-475-4300

 631-727-6300 

FEMA                800-621-3362 

Highway Brookhaven    631-451-9200 

  Islip   631-224-5610 

LIPA Power Outages   800-490-0075 

Long Island Railroad   516-882-5477 

MTA Headquarters   212-878-7000 

NYS Consumer Protection   518-474-8583 

NYS Dept. of Insurance  800-342-3736 

NYS Dept. of Transportation  518-457-6195 

3
rd

 Precinct SCPD              631-854-8300 

4
th
 Precinct SCPD     631-854-8400 

5
th
 Precinct SCPD   631-854-8500 

6
th
 Precinct SCPD   631-854-8600 

7
th
 Precinct SCPD   631-854-8700 

Public Safety/Administration  631-451-6291 

Salvation Army    631-654-9380 

State Emergency  

Management Office   518-292-2200 

Suffolk County Public Works  631-852-4010 

Suffolk County Health Dept.   631-853-3000 

Suffolk County Transit  631-852-5200 

Suffolk County Water Auth.  631-698-9500            

24 Hour Repairs  631-665-0663 

Traffic Signal Repair   631-451-6480 

Waste Management   631-451-6222 
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General Hurricane Preparations 
 

Please use the Information below to develop your own Hurricane Survival Plan. 

 

As Soon As Possible 
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Confirm your out-of-area contact. If you are in an evacuation area, make plans with a 

relative or friend in a storm-safe location outside of the evacuation area. Shelters are a last 

resort and will NOT accommodate everyone. 

 

 

3 Months Before Hurricane Season 

 

¶ Gradually begin purchasing supplies for your Family Disaster Supply Kit. (see page 9) 

¶ Inspect your walls, windows, garage door, and roof for conditions that may allow wind 

damage. 

¶ Take advantage of the townôs spring clean-up to remove yard debris that could be 

hazardous in high wind conditions. 

¶ Choose a family member or friend who lives out of the area to serve as a telephone 

contact for members of your household.  

 

1 Month Before Hurricane Season 

¶ Check your utility bills to see who provides your water, gas, and electric service. (Note 

the names and numbers on page 9) 

¶ Complete your Family Disaster Supply Kit. Purchase non-perishable foods and medicines 

last.  

¶ Check with your doctor and/or pharmacy to determine how to store your prescriptions 

through a storm. 

¶ Assess your landscaping to determine if trees need to be trimmed.  

¶ Establish a contact phone number with your employer. 

¶ Make arrangements in advance for your pets, especially if you live in an evacuation area.  

 

June 1
st
 Through November 30

th
 

¶ Stay alert to radio and television broadcasts to receive up to date announcements on any 

tropical systems. 

¶ Periodically check your Family Disaster Supply Kit to ensure that you have the proper 

items.  

 

   

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information Sources 
 

The Towns of Islip and Brookhaven use several media outlets to provide residents with the most 

relevant and up-to-date news about pending hurricanes. The information included generally 

details evacuation plans, closings, local shelters and news briefings on the current status of the 
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hurricane. The following is a directory of outlets used by the towns to disseminate this 

information. 

 

Radio Coverage 
 

The towns utilize the following radio stations in order to provide residents with up to the minute 

information: 

 

WALK  97.5 FM 

 

WBAB 102.3 FM 

 

WBLI 106.1 FM 

 

WRCN 103.9 FM 

 

Television Coverage 

 

In addition to radio coverage, the towns also utilize several television channels to provide 

residents with hurricane information. 

 

News 12 Long Island 

 

Channel 18: Brookhaven and Islip Government Access Channel  

 

TV 55: WLNY 

(Channel 10 on Cablevision) 

 

Channel 61: Long Island Traffic and Weather 

 

Channel 62: The Weather Channel 

 

It is important to have information about these media outlets at your fingertips during a storm. 

They provide essential information for the safety of every town resident. Each household should 

be equipped with a Battery Operated Radio, as there is a good chance that radio stations will 

have backup generators and will be broadcasting during a storm.  

 

 

 

 

During a Watch 
 

Definition: A Hurricane watch indicates hurricane conditions (with sustained winds of at least 74 

MPH) are possible in the area within 36 hours. A hurricaneôs forward speed accelerates as it 

heads north of Cape Hatteras giving us much less planning time.  
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General Preparations 

¶ Turn on TV or radio and listen for continuing updates 

¶ If you live in an evacuation area, review your evacuation plans. Remember, NOT 

everyone needs to evacuate or relocate. 

¶ Check evacuation kit and/or Family Disaster Supply Kit and gather missing items.  

¶ Contact family members to coordinate storm preparations. 

¶ Notify your out of area contact person if you will evacuate and relocate to a site out of the 

flood zone. 

¶ Place important documents and photos in waterproof plastic bags. 

¶ Turn refrigerator and freezer to coldest settings; open only when necessary and close 

quickly. 

¶ Thoroughly clean plastic jugs or cartons and freeze water in them. 

¶ Fill up drinking water containers. 

¶ Scrub bathtub and fill with water; keep bucket handy for flushing toilet. 

¶ Prep and test generator, if you have one. (Do not operate during storm, see page 22) 

¶ Fuel up vehicles and propane tanks; obtain fuel for generators. 

¶ Stow or cover irreplaceable items and  move breakables away from windows. 

¶ Put up shutters if you have them. 

¶ Bring in outdoor furniture, landscape ornaments, lawn equipment, wind chimes, flags and  

trash cans. Anchor grills, antennas and other items that may be easily carried by the 

hurricane.  

¶ Tie down or stabilize boat (check with US Coast Guard for best methods of mooring). 

Bring light weight boats such as Zodiacs, canoes, kayaks, and their equipment indoors. 

¶ Secure outdoor gates 

¶ Reinforce garage door. 

¶ Charge cell phones batteries (have a fully charged backup cell battery in your Go Bag). 

¶ Check all battery operated smoke detectors and install new fully charged batteries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IT IS  RECOMMEND ED THAT YOU HAVE  A 5-7 DAY SUPPLY OF FOOD AND 

WATER  

During a Warning  

Definition: A Hurricane Warning means hurricane-force conditions (with sustained winds of at 

least 74 MPH) are expected in your area in 24 hours. 

 

Evacuation Is Mandatory in Evacuation Areas or in Mobile Manufactured Homes. 
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If evacuation orders are not issued consider leaving anyway. Even tropical storm-force winds can 

topple a manufactured home. Roads can be closed by fallen trees, limbs and flooding because of 

heavy rainstorms and because of the pre-storm surge in advance of a land bound hurricane.  

 

If you Decide to Leave 

¶ If you are going to the home of a friend or co-worker, notify your family that you are 

evacuating to a storm-safe location and provide them with address and contact 

information. 

¶ Make sure to take your pet with you. Do NOT leave pets unattended. If you are not 

taking your pet with you, make arrangements in advance.  

¶ With your pets, go to the predetermined home of a family member, friend, co-worker, or 

to an emergency shelter, if necessary. (Keep in mind not all shelters allow pets.)  

¶ Bring along your pre-assembled evacuation kit including water, snacks, cash and 

medications. 

¶ Bring driverôs license, proof of address, proof of insurance, loan papers, deeds and 
important documents, family photos, an address book and a list of important phone 

numbers, including family contacts and medical contacts. Remember, it is your 

responsibility to keep track of these items while lodging elsewhere. Use your best 

discretion when deciding what you will bring.  

¶ Have a pre-prepared list of allergies and medications for each family member.  

¶ Gas up your vehicle.  

¶ Store patio/yard furniture inside your home or in a safe place. 

¶ Secure all doors and windows. Put up storm shutters if you have them.  

¶ Lock up and leave. Allow more time than usual for travel. 

¶ Notify your pre-arranged family contact when you arrive at your storm-safe location.  

 

If you Decide to Stay 

¶ Secure all doors and windows. Make sure that you leave 2 means of exit. 

¶ Have a battery operated TV or radio available, along with an adequate supply of batteries.  

¶ Leave radio or TV on an emergency information station. 

¶ Do laundry 

¶ Move vehicle(s) into a garage or next to a building; avoid parking near trees and utility 

poles.  

¶ Get out your emergency supply kit and keep it handy. 

¶ Fill water containers, bathtub and sinks. 

¶ Freeze water jugs and fill ice chest. 

¶ Turn refrigerator to coldest setting and lower A/C. After power goes out unplug all 

appliances. 

¶ Ensure  batteries have been fully charged and are readily available. 

¶ Place flashlights and batteries throughout the house and keep one with you at all times.  

Safe Area 
If you donôt live in an evacuation zone or a mobile or manufactured home, you should probably 

stay home if your house is secure and can withstand a hurricane. Make sure family members or a 

neighbor know that you will be there. Gather all supplies you will need as early as possible. As 

part of your family plan, determine a ñsafe roomò in your residence where you can ride out the 
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storm. Rooms without windows such as a bathroom, pantry, laundry room, stairwell, hallway or 

large interior closet are good choices. Stay away from exposed glass areas. 

 

Stock the Safe Area With: 

¶ Non-perishable food and a manual can-opener  

¶ Water 

¶ Flashlights 

¶ Battery-operated radio or TV plus extra batteries 

¶ Medication: prescription and over the counter 

¶ Personal and baby supplies, if warranted 

¶ Pet food 

¶ Clothing 

¶ Mattress,  blankets and pillows 

¶ Cell phone (precharged) 

¶ Games or books 

¶ Important papers (photo ID) 

¶ Medical and physician information 

 

Go-Bag 

Every household should consider assembling a Go-Bag. This is a collection of items you may 

need in the event of an evacuation. Each household memberôs Go-Bag should be packed in a 

sturdy easy-to-carry container, such as a backpack or suitcase on wheels. A Go-Bag should be 

easily accessible if you have to leave your home in a hurry. 

What to Have in Your Bag: 

¶ Copies of important documents in a water tight plastic bag (photo ID, emergency 

directory, etc.) 

¶ Extra set of car and house keys. 

¶ Adequate cash for your emergency needs. 

¶ Bottled water and non-perishable food, such as energy or granola bars. 

¶ Flashlight, battery operated AM/FM radio and extra batteries.  

¶ Medication for at least 1 week and other essential personal items. Keep a list of 

medications each member of your household takes, their dosages or copies of all 

prescription slips, and your doctorôs name and telephone number.  

¶ Sturdy, comfortable (waterproof) shoes and lightweight rain gear. 

¶ Contact information and meeting place information for your household. 

¶ Child care supplies or other special items.  

¶ Paper plates, plastic drinking cups and plastic eating utensils.  

¶ First-Aid kit (fully Stocked)  

¶ Two daysô clothing 

¶ Pet care supplies (food, medications, and feeding bowls). 

Islip and Brookhaven Town Tear-Out Guide 
Hurricane Information Sources 

WALK  97.5 FM 

 

WBAB 102.3 FM 

 

WBLI 106.1 FM 

 

WRCN 103.9 FM 
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News Channel 12 

 

Islip and Brookhaven Government  

Channel 18 

 

WLNY 55 

 

Channel 61:  

LI traffic and Weather 

 

Channel 62:  

The Weather Channel 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Place This Directory In An 

Easily Accessible Spot 

 
 

 

 

Important Phone Numbers 

Emergencyééééééééééé...911 

Public Safety Dispatch 

Brookhavenéééé.631-451-6161 

Islipééééééé..631-224-5548 

Senior Jitney 

Brookhaven..ééé...631-451-6122 

Islipééééééé..631-224-5659 

Senior Services 

Brookhavenéééé.631-451-9191 

Islipééééééé..631-224-5340 

Non-Emergency Numbers 

Animal Shelter   Brookhaven  631-286-4940 

     Islip   631-224-5660 

American Red Cross (24 hrs) 631-924-6911 

Cablevision    631-267-6900 

FEMA                800-621-3362 

Highway Brookhaven    631-451-9200 

  Islip   631-224-5610 

LIPA Power Outages   800-490-0075 

Long Island Railroad   516-882-5477 

MTA Headquarters   212-878-7000 

NYS Consumer Protection   518-474-8583 

NYS Dept. of Insurance  800-342-3736 

NYS Dept. of Transportation  518-457-6195 

3
rd

 Precinct SCPD              631-854-8300 

4
th
 Precinct SCPD     631-854-8400 

5
th
 Precinct SCPD   631-854-8500 

6
th
 Precinct SCPD   631-854-8600 

7
th
 Precinct SCPD   631-854-8700 

Public Safety/Administration  631-451-6291 

Salvation Army    631-654-9380 

State Emergency  

Management Office   518-292-2200 

Suffolk County Public Works  631-852-4010 

Suffolk County Health Dept.   631-853-3000 

Suffolk County Transit  631-852-5200 

Suffolk County Water Auth.  631-698-9500 

 24 Hour Repairs  631-665-0663 

Traffic Signal Repair   631-451-6480 

Waste Management   631-451-6222 

Public Safety ï Incorporated Villages 

Bellport    631-286-0327 

Patchogue    631-475-4300 

Islandia     631-224-5300 

Family Disaster Supply Kit  
Essentials: 

¶ Battery operated radio 

¶ Battery operated TV 

¶ Flashlight 
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¶ Extra batteries 

Water:  

¶ At least 5 gallons per person, in a food-

grade plastic container or carton 

¶ Additional water for sanitary purposes 

(clean and fill bathtubs(s)) 

Food: 

¶ At least 5 to 7 days supply of non-perishable 

food with no preparation requirements 

¶ Dry cereal 

¶ Peanut butter 

¶ Canned or prepackaged fruits 

¶ Canned vegetables 

¶ Canned juice 

¶ Canned tuna 

¶ Quick energy snacks 

First -Aid Kit:  

¶ Scissors              - Eyedrops 

¶ Sunscreen            - Antihistamine 

¶ Thermometer            - Travel size tissues 

¶ Needle             - Turniquet 

¶ Soap             - Thread 

¶ Latex gloves (2 pairs) 

¶ Moistened towelettes 

¶ Assorted safety pins 

¶ Two-inch sterile gauze pads (4-6) 

¶ Two-inch sterile roller bandages (3) 

¶ Triangular bandages (3) 

¶ Tube of petroleum jelly 

¶ Sterile band aids 

¶ Laxative 

¶ Anti-Diarrhea medication 

¶ Aspirin or non-aspirin pain reliever 

¶ Antacid 

¶ Antibiotic ointment (Benadryl or Neosporin) 

Sanitation: 

¶ Disinfectant 

¶ Household Chlorine bleach 

¶ Soap, liquid detergent 

¶ Personal hygiene items 

¶ Feminine supplies 

¶ Plastic bucket with tight lid 

¶ Toilet paper, towelettes, paper towels 

¶ Plastic garbage bags, ties 

Tools and Supplies: 

¶ Whistle 

¶ Aluminum foil 

¶ Crowbar 

¶ Compass 

¶ Paper, pencil 

¶ Plastic sheeting  

¶ Medicine dropper 

¶ Signal flare 

¶ Matches in a water proof container 

¶ Corded telephone 

¶ Assorted nails, wood screws 

¶ Pliers, screwdriver, hammer 

¶ Plastic water tight storage containers 

¶ Heavy cotton of hemp rope 

¶ Cash or travelerôs checks, change 

¶ Map of the area (for locating shelters) 

¶ Non-electric can opener, utility knife 

¶ Paper plates, plastic cups, plastic utensils 

¶ Masking tape, duct and plumbers tape 

¶ Patch kit and can of seal-in-air for ties 

¶ Wrench to turn off gas and water 

¶ Axe 

Clothing and Bedding: 

¶ Sunglasses  - Socks 

¶ Rain gear  - Hat and gloves 

¶ Sturdy shoes or work boots (waterproof) 

¶ Blankets, pillows, or sleeping bags 

For Infants:  

¶ Formula   - Baby food 

¶ Diapers   - Baby wipes 

¶ Bottles   - Baby ointment 

¶ Medication     - Powdered milk 

For Pets: 

¶ Food, water, and treats 

¶ Leash, harness and carrier/crate 

¶ Records of vaccinations and licenses 

¶ Non-tippable food and water bowls 

Family Medical needs:  

¶ Insulin (have cooler pack available) 

¶ Prescription drugs (1 week supply) 

¶ Dentures and denture needs 

¶ Extra eye glasses and hearing-aid batteries 

¶ Contact lenses and supplies 

¶ Physician, pharmacy, and dental contacts 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  

¶ My water and gas providers is __________ 

Telephone #___________ (check water and gas bill)  

¶ My electric provider is LIPA  at 1-800-490-

0075 

Hurricane Damage Profiles 
The following is a classification of each of the five categories of a hurricane. They are classified 

in ascending order (1-5) with a Category 1 hurricane causing the least damage and a Category 5 
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hurricane causing the most. Alongside each of the categories is a damage profile, as well as a 

specific example of a hurricane of corresponding intensity. 

 

   Category 1 (74-95 MPH Winds) 

No real damage to building structures. Damage will be primarily 

focused on unanchored mobile homes, shrubbery, trees and signage. 

There may also be some coastal flooding and minor pier damage. 

The storm surge (onshore rush of water associated with a low 

pressure weather system) is generally 4 to 5 feet with a central 

pressure of 28.94 inHg. 
 

 

Category 2 (96-110 MPH Winds) 

Some roofing material, door and window damage. Damage will be 

primarily focused on unanchored mobile homes, shrubbery, trees, 

vegetation and signage. There may also be some coastal flooding 

and pier damage. The hurricane may also break the moorings on 

small craft in unprotected anchorages. The storm surge is generally 6 

to 8 feet with a central pressure of 28.50-28.91 inHg. 

 

 

Category 3 (111-130 MPH Winds) 

Some structural damage to small residences and utility buildings, 

with a minor amount of curtainwall failures. Mobile homes will be 

destroyed with flooding near the coast that will destroy smaller 

structures while larger structures could be damaged by floating 

debris. The terrain may be flooded well inland as well. The storm 

surge is generally 9 to 12 feet with a central pressure of 27.91-28.47 

inHg. 

 

 

   Category 4 (131-155 MPH Winds) 

Extensive curtainwall failures with some complete roof structure 

failure on small residences. Major erosion of beach areas. The 

terrain may be flooded well inland as well. The storm surge is 

generally 13 to 18 feet with a central pressure of 27.17-27.88 inHg. 

 

Category 5 (>155 MPH Winds) 

Complete roof failure on many residences and industrial buildings. 

Some complete building failures with small utility buildings blown 

over or away. Flooding causes major damage to lower floors of all 

structures near the shoreline. Mass evacuations may be required. The 

storm surge is generally larger than 19 feet with a central pressure of 

less than 27.17 inHg.  

Secure Your Home 
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Blue Roof Program 

The Army Corps of Engineers implements the Blue Roof Program on behalf of the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Operation Blue Roof provides homeowners with free 

temporary blue plastic roof coverings for eligible homes damaged by a hurricane. This program 

allows victims back into their homes so that they can return to their routines as quickly as 

possible. It also greatly reduces the need for more expensive temporary housing. After a 

hurricane, registration sites may be established in the towns. Registrants must fill out an 

application and sign a right-of-entry form. The Corps will employ contractors to install plastic 

sheeting on homes of pre-qualified applicants. The sheeting is for free-standing homes, not 

apartments or commercial establishments. The sheeting cannot be installed on tile or flat roofs. 

No individual tarps will be available for distribution at the registration sites. 

 

TOLL FREE NUMBER: 1 -888-ROOF-BLU (1-888-766-3258) or FEMA at 1-800-621-3362 

 

Secure Exposed Pools 

After the storm, the enclosure for a swimming pool should be inspected to ensure safety. If the 

fence or enclosure has been damaged, property owners can use orange plastic construction 

fencing supported by stakes or steel rods (rebar) driven into the ground. Rope or plastic tape is 

not adequate. Temporary barriers must be at least four (4) feet high off the ground with no holes 

or gaps wider than four inches. Town Code requires barriers around all swimming pools. For 

more information, contact the Islip building department at 631-224-5469 or the Brookhaven 

building department at 631-451-6333. 

 

Repair Windows 

Repair broken windows and doors as soon as possible after a hurricane. Maintaining the house in 

a weather tight condition prevents additional damage and is required by Town Code. 

 

General Purpose Tarps 
Heavy gauge and extra-heavy gauge polyethylene waterproof tarps are available from hardware 

stores. They have sewn-in edges for extra strength and rust-proof aluminum grommet. These 

blue tarps can be used temporarily on a damaged roof but cannot be relied upon to provide 

protection during a hurricane. 

 

Hurricane Tips 

 
1. Get a coffee maker that doesnôt need electricity. 

2. Consider buying a gas grill with a side burner. It proves invaluable for heating 

water for coffee, soups and warming baby bottles. Caution: use only in a well-

ventilated area outdoors. 

3. Use your dishwasher to store important papers. Dishwashers have a watertight seal 

so if thereôs water damage to your house your documents will stay dry. Make sure to 

remove your documents before using the dishwasher.  

 

Reinforcing Your Home 
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Hurricane Shutters 

 

Shutters should be attached to the structural framing of the house and not the window or door 

frames. Install second-story and difficult shutters first. Make sure all exposed metal fittings 

(including screws, embedded anchors, etc.) are weather (corrosion) resistant. For additional 

information please refer to the International Hurricane Research Center website: www.ihrc.fiu.ed 

 

Storm Panel Shutters 

These steel or aluminum shitters attach to the walls around windows and doors on bolts or tracks. 

Storm panels are corrugated, and each piece overlaps the next for maximum strength. These are 

the least expensive of the permanent shutter systems, but time consuming to install. 

Accordion Shutters 
These one or two-piece hurricane shutters are housed beside the windows or doors when not in 

use. They unfold accordion-style to cover and protect during a storm. Accordion shutters are 

very east to close in the event of a storm, but much more expensive than panel shutters. 

Colonial Shutters 

These are two-piece louvered shutters that attach to the wall beside each window. They fold 

together to protect the windows and can easily be made storm ready by one person, but are 

expensive. 

Roll-Down Shutters 

These shutters attach above the window. They roll up and store in an enclosed box when not in 

use. They are lowered either manually by a hand crank or automatically by push button and lock 

in place for storm protection. Roll-downs offer some of the best protection and can easily be 

made storm ready by one person, but are the most expensive shutter system.  

              
Accordion Shutters     Colonial Shutters   Roll-Down Shutters    Storm Panel Shutters 

 

Plywood 

¶ Buy plywood ahead of time, before the rush. 

¶ A minimum thickness of 7/16-inch is recommended. 

¶ Buy 2½-inch (minimum size) wood/screws or lag bolts, enough for one bolt for a 

minimum of every 9 to 12 inches of plywood. 

¶ Donôt nail down the plywood, as frantic home owners are often shown doing during 

televised news broadcasts of approaching storms. Fasten plywood panels with screws or 

lag bolts long enough to penetrate the wall studs around the window, not just the siding 

or wall covering. 

¶ Ensure a safe exit route in the event of a fire during or after the storm.  

¶ If none of the above is available to you, use masking tape on each window making an ñxò 

pattern on each window with the tape. 

Mobile Homes 
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Mobile homes are particularly vulnerable to hurricane-force winds. The two main reasons that 

mobile homes are damaged is because of attached awnings, overhangs and tree fall. Anchor the 

mobile home with over-the-top or frame ties. When a storm threatens, do what you can to secure 

your home, then take refuge with friends, relatives or at a public shelter in a safe location. 

 

Before you leave, take the following precautions: 

¶ Pack breakables in a box and put them on the floor or in a bath tub. 

¶ Remove mirrors and tape them. Wrap mirrors and lamps in blankets and place them in 

the bathtub, shower, or under a bed or sofa. 

¶ Install hurricane shutters or pre-cut plywood on all windows.  

¶ Shut off utilities and disconnect electricity, sewer and water lines. Shut off propane tanks 

and leave them outside after anchoring them securely. 

¶ Store awnings, folding furniture, trash cans and other loose outdoor objects. 

Inspect Tie-Downs Annually 

First youôll need to know the basics of the three parts of the anchoring system: 

¶ First are the anchors, steel rods several feet long that screw into the ground. Only a few 

inches of the anchors should be above ground level; otherwise, they wonôt have the 

holding power theyôre designed for. 

 

¶ Second are the steel straps. They fasten around the frame of the mobile home and are 

attached to the anchors with adjustable bolts. Almost all homes should have at least eight, 

and sometimes more than 24 steel straps, depending on the size and when the home was 

built and installed. The straps themselves shouldnôt be loose. They should have some 

tension to keep the home from rocking and working loose in high winds. If you can reach 

the straps, give them a tug to make sure theyôre tight. Otherwise, poke at them with a 

long stick or board to make sure theyôre not loose.  

 

¶ Last are the piers that the home sits on. Theyôre usually made of concrete blacks stacked 

on a concrete pad, although a few homes may be on solid concrete piers, especially if 

theyôre elevated several feet above the ground. Make sure the piers are straight and stable 

and that the blocks arenôt crooked or broken. If there are wooden shims or spacers 

between the piers and the home, make sure theyôre set firmly and not rotted or damaged. 
 

              

Preparing Your Yard  

Mobile Home 

 

Concrete Footings for    

Mobile Homes 

 
 


